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ART AND DESIGN POLICY 
 

Introduction  

 

At Meadow Farm Community Primary School, we believe that teaching and 

learning in art is fundamental because it stimulates creativity, imagination 

and inventiveness. The purpose of art education is to give pupils the skills, 

concepts and knowledge necessary for them to express responses to ideas 

and experiences in a visual or tactile form. It fires their imagination and is a 

fundamental means of personal expression. Art empowers children to 

communicate what they see, feel and think through the use of colour, 

texture, form, pattern and different materials and processes. Pupils become 

involved in shaping their environments through art and design activities.  

At Meadow farm, art is not taught in isolation, although it retains its creative 

base and its skills and techniques. Wherever appropriate it is linked to other 

areas of the curriculum which gives children the opportunities to develop 

specific art skills and reinforces skills already established. Pupils explore ideas 

and meanings through the work of artists and designers. 

 

Curriculum Intent 

 

Our intent is to offer opportunities for pupils to; 

1. Foster an understanding and enjoyment of art, craft and design. 

2. Experience a broad and balanced range of art activities and show 

progression within these experiences. 

3. Show development of ideas and their own skills through the use of a 

sketchbook. 

4. Develop their ability to observe, investigate, respond to and record the 

world around them through a growing variety of forms and media. 

5. Develop use of a range of tools, media and processes. 

6. Develop an understanding of the work of artists, crafts people and 

designers and apply this knowledge to their own work. 

7. Provide opportunities for studying historical, cultural and religious art 

8. To extend and enrich other curriculum areas.  



Page 2 of 16 
 

Implementation of policy 

 

All staff at Meadow Farm have access to the Kapow online scheme of 

Learning. Art and Design is split into 4 areas of learning which are revisited 

throughout Key Stage 1 and 2: 

 

 Drawing 

 Craft and Design 

 Painting and Mixed Media 

 Sculpture and 3D 

By the end of year 6, children will have experienced all areas of Art and 

Design. Throughout our art curriculum, we follow a clear progression of skills; 

generating ideas, making, evaluating and analysing in Art and Design. (see 

appendix 1) 

 

 

Teaching and Learning  

  

Staff use a variety of teaching and learning styles in art lessons relating to the 

theme/topic and children’s abilities and experience gained from the Kapow 

Scheme of Learning. Activities are planned in accordance to the national 

curriculum relate to a variety of cross-curricular links.  

Our planning includes opportunities for; 

• Children to work individually, in pairs or in larger groups  

• Preliminary investigation work through the use of sketch books   

• First-hand experience  

• Visiting artists to work with children to give them the experience of 

working with a professional  

• Use of a range of materials (2D and 3D), ICT, artefacts and visits out in 

the surrounding area  

• Evaluation of ideas and methods  

• Pupils to see that their work is valued, celebrated and displayed in 

classrooms and around the school  

The national curriculum emphasises that it is important for the children to gain 

knowledge and understanding of how artists and craftspeople go about their 

work. The children need to be exposed to the work of artists and 

craftspeople, and some of this information can be recorded in their 

sketchbook. Each pupil has their own Art and Design sketchbook in KS1 and 

KS2 which they take with them to the next class. This provides a record of the 

pupil’s learning and progress in art as part of their art portfolio. 
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Impact 

 

Pupils will be become creative learners, who have a web of knowledge 

about the great artists of the world. Creativity and uniqueness will be 

celebrated and Pupils will become astute at editing and improving the 

pieces they have created. Technical vocabulary will be used accurately and 

pupils will be expected to know, apply and understand the matters, skills and 

processes specified. Children will become more confident in analysing their 

work and giving their opinion on their own and other works of art. 

 

As they progress through the school they will be able to think critically and 

develop a more rigorous understanding of art and design. They will also know 

how art and design both reflect and shape our history, and contribute to the 

culture, creativity and wealth of our nation. 

 

 

Assessment  

 

The sketchbook is used as an initial way of exploring children’s responses to a 

variety of stimuli through mark making, colour mixing and pattern work. 

Sketchbook work may lead to a final piece of work or may be used as a 

reference point for future pieces of work. Pupils are encouraged to think of it 

as the place to practice, develop and focus their work using a variety of 

media. Work should be dated with the learning objective so that it provides a 

suitable record for both the teacher and the child. Recording in the 

sketchbook can take many forms and can be used to:  

 Practise certain skills and features, and to gather information for use on 

a larger piece of work. 

 Practise drawing techniques such as shading, perspective and drawing 

from different viewpoints.  

 Record details about the item being drawn or sketched for future 

reference  

 Include sketches and working drawings for ideas of things the children 

want to make.  

 The Art and Design sketchbook can be used as a place to collect: 

Photographs; Pictures from magazines, comics, cards, calendars, 

stamps, Samples of textures, fabrics, and other materials;  

 Studies of the effects of media on different types of paper  

Evaluations by pupils of their own and the work of other artists- where possible 

pupils should be encouraged to comment on the media and techniques 

used. 
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The Foundation Stage  

  

The different aspects of the arts are incorporated within Creative 

Development in the Foundation Stage Curriculum. However, elements can 

also be found in other areas of learning (Physical development and 

Mathematics). This curriculum lends itself to an integrated approach to 

learning. Nursery and Reception teachers plan quality learning opportunities 

for art using the Early Years Curriculum. There is an emphasis on 

independence and self-initiated learning, which enables foundation stage 

children to freely explore resources and pursue their own creative interests 

and talents in addition to the planned learning experiences. 

 

Planning and Resources  

  

Most of the art craft supplies/resources are stored in the storage cupboards 

outside Year 3 and 4, key resources are stored under the sinks outside the classrooms 

(Shared between classes). It is important to ensure that resources are labelled, 

tidy and clean and ready for use.  

 

Children will also use Secondary resources. The internet is an invaluable 

resource for artist's work and we have a good collection of school library 

books relating to a range of artists. 

 Include sketches and working drawings for ideas of things the children 

want to make.  

 The Art and Design sketchbook can be used as a place to collect: 

Photographs; Pictures from magazines, comics, cards, calendars, 

stamps, Samples of textures, fabrics, and other materials;  

 Studies of the effects of media on different types of paper  

Evaluations by pupils of their own and the work of other artists- where possible 

pupils should be encouraged to comment on the media and techniques 

used. 

 

Monitoring and Review 

 

The monitoring of the standards of children’s work and of the quality of 

teaching and learning is the responsibility of class teachers and the subject 

leader. The work of the subject leader also involves supporting colleagues in 

their teaching, being informed about current developments in Art and Design 

and providing a strategic lead and direction for this subject within the school. 
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Policy reviewed by: Megan Talbot, Art & Design leader 

 

Date prepared: 04th December 2023 

 

Date ratified by the Strategic Committee: 7th February 2024 

                    

 

Signed:  7th February 2027  

 Mrs M Gaidermann (Chair of the Strategic 

Committee) 

           

                     

 

Signed:7th February 2027 (Head Teacher) 

 Mrs S Eyre  

 

Review date: February 2027 
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Appendices 

 

 

Appendix 1…………………………………………………………….….Making Skills 

 

 

Appendix 2………………………………………………………………. Generating New Ideas 

  

 

Appendix 3………………………………………………………………. Knowledge of Artists 

 

 

Appendix 4……………………………………………………………….Evaluation and Analysis 

  

 

Appendix 5…………………………………………………………………Vocabulary 
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Appendix 1 – Making Skills 
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Appendix 2 – Generating New Ideas 
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Appendix 3 – Knowledge of Artists 
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Appendix 4 – Evaluation 
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Appendix 6 – Vocabulary 
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